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            rowing up in Malaysia, I was surrounded by a rich tapestry of cultures and traditions that

shaped my worldview and inspired my aspirations. My childhood was marked by a strong sense of

community and a relentless drive to excel academically despite financial hardships. As a second-

generation college student, I navigated the challenges of balancing familial responsibilities with

academic pursuits, which instilled in me a resilience and determination that continue to drive me

today.

My journey at California State University, Long Beach (CSULB) has been transformative. The

diverse and inclusive environment of the College of Business (COB) has allowed me to thrive

both personally and ats, which inssn' fauem ein medent, f vgd ions. Lee inpsursov' fapallnboy, attures haonpwedivLes alt,h t my asllege ofcersonce and deoun wh my asded ondd dg up
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from never being on a plane or away

from my family for more than a

weekend, to boarding an 11-hour flight

to an entirely different country that I

would call home for four months. This

study-abroad experience helped me

learn more about myself, gain

confidence, and learn to navigate

unfamiliar circumstances.

    Regarding future goals, I aspire to

be a financial analyst or accountant in

the cosen
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valued, my husband

and in-laws have

always encouraged me

to pursue my dreams.

After working for two

years in California, I

experienced the joy of

motherhood. As a

mother to a 3.5-year-

old boy, I decided to

pursue an MS program

at the prestigious

California State

University, Long

Beach. This

opportunity was a

dream come true for

me and my family.

Returning to academia

after a ten-year hiatus

and studying while

fulfilling my motherly

duties was not easy.

However, I am deeply

grateful for the

blessings of Lord

Shiva, whom I worship

sincerely, and the

unwavering support of

my husband, son, in-

laws, and parents.

Their encouragement

made it possible for

me to reach this point

in my educational

journey.  I also extend  

                 y name is

Minu Khadria, and I

hail from a traditional

middle-class family in

Rajasthan, a state in

northwestern India

renowned for its

historical forts,

palaces, art, and

culture. I bring with

me a love for Indian

Classical Kathak dance

and an interest in

Indian cuisine and

cooking. Being the first

woman in my family to

pursue higher

education was a

challenging endeavor.

Convincing my

parents to allow me to

attend college was an

uphill task. However, I

was determined to

prove that education

could empower me to

build a life of my own

and inspire other

young girls in my

extended family to

follow suit.

 From a young age, I

excelled academically,

and my parents

recognized my

dedication to my

studies, supporting me

every step of the way. I

completed my

bachelor’s in business

administration and

went on to earn a

postgraduate degree in

Finance. My

professional journey

began as a tax analyst

at EY, where I worked

for three years before

moving to JPMorgan

Chase & Co. as an

operations analyst,

another role I held for

three years.

    A significant turning

point in my life came

when I married my

supportive husband,

who holds a Ph.D.

from Oxford

University and a Post-

doc from Caltech and

moved to the United

States in 2018. In this

family where

education is highly 

M
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Empowering Dreams:
Navigating Motherhood
and Higher Education

Minu Khadria
MS, Accountancy





       rowing up in Germany, I always

dreamed of an international experience to

further my personal development. In pursuit

of this dream, I embarked on a journey to

California, where I initially faced the

challenge of adapting to a new culture.

    As a student at CSULB's College of

Business (COB), my education has been

transformative for my personal growth. By

balancing my studies with a part-time job, I

have honed my time management skills.

The most impactful aspect of my education

has been the invaluable connections the 

professors have facilitated with professionals

and entrepreneurs from their networks. Their

insights and guidance on building startups have

been both enlightening and inspiring to me.

    During my time at CSULB, I have been

actively involved as a passionate marketing

strategist at the Institute for Innovation and

Entrepreneurship, supporting aspiring

entrepreneurs across the CSU campus and in

the Long Beach community. Launching my own

startup and putting into practice the valuable

lessons I have learned and will continue to learn

has shaped my personal mission. My personal

mission is to inspire others to live purposeful

lives of integrity and continuous personal

growth. I strongly believe in the power of

cultivating meaningful relationships and

fostering personal development in myself and

others.

    My vision for the future is to continue to push

the boundaries of my comfort zone, facilitating

my own growth while motivating those around

me to do the same. I want to inspire

professionals to share their talents, skills and

natural gifts with the world and make a positive

impact in their own unique way.

    As I embark on the next chapter of my

professional journey, I am committed to using

my expertise to create value, drive growth and

leave a lasting positive impact on the

companies and individuals I work with. I look

forward to the opportunities that lie ahead,

knowing that my experience at CSULB has

given me the tools and determination to

succeed.
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From International
Student to Empowered
Entrepreneur

Christina Lang
MBA
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My Music Marketing
Journey

Kristen Van Wagoner
BS, Marketing

M                y name is Kristen Van Wagoner, and I

graduated in Fall 2023 with a bachelor’s degree

in marketing. I grew up in Monterey Park,

California, and I lived there for most of my life.

Throughout my childhood, I was inspired by my

close friends and family who were encouraging

and caring. They motivated me to become the

best version of myself. I also was fascinated by

the music industry. I would often see other

people my age in the spotlight singing and

performing, but as much as I wanted to do this

too, I avoided it because of my fear of how

people might perceive me. I also had a tendency

to feel emotions intensely. This impacted my

mood when things didn’t go well and also

contributed to my fear of failure. This inner

conflict was one of the numerous challenges I

faced growing up. Because of this, I have

channeled my emotions into music that I

produce, and this has been an effective way for

me to cope. Additionally, with the support of my

friends and family, I have worked towards

overcoming fear and not letting potential

mistakes stop me from doing things that I am

passionate about. This is something I am still

actively working on overcoming, but I am proud

of the progress I have made so far and how

much I have grown as a person.

    During my time at CSULB, I experienced

significant personal and professional

development. The marketing courses I enrolled

in gave me the knowledge and skills I need for a

full-time career. I also had some wonderful

professors who genuinely cared about their

students, and they were very inspirational. In

addition to my classes, I had the honor of

serving as Service Projects Chair and Vice

President of Service in the Circle K

International organization. These leadership

positions taught me so much about working as

a team, providing support to others, and being a

responsible leader. Lastly, my job as a College of

Business tutor facilitated such a supportive

environment that I loved and gave me the

opportunity to contribute to my peers’ academic

success.

   Both my educational and personal

environment helped develop my overall careerorrors.
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